Berrien Springs Partnership Syllabus and Instructor Qualifications
2021 Fall
Class Title: Chinese Pinyin and Characters
Grades: 1-3
Class Day/Time: Wednesday 6:00PM-7:00PM
                              Thursday   12:00PM-1:00PM      
                             Or contact the instructor for other arrangement
Start Date: the week of September 5th
End Date: the week of January 9th
# Weeks: 16
#Hours: 16
Class Format:  Zoom meeting
Materials Needed for Class: A binder to hold class handouts and homework sheets, pencil and notebook
Instructor:  Wenjie Xu

Cell Phone Number: 269-3327160 (Text) 

Email Address: cn_wjxu@yahoo.com
Instructor Qualification: 
        I have a bachelor’s degree and a masters degree. Before I moved to the US, I was a teacher at Beijing Normal University. After I came to the US, I was a teaching assistant while I was studying at LSU and WU. Teaching Chinese language became a great passion for me since I had my own kids and started to teach them. I have been teaching Chinese language and getting involved in many cultural events for years. 
Course Description
        This course is designed for young students to learn Pinyin and Chinese characters. For the Pinyin part, we will start from the basics, such as the tone, the final, the initial, the spelling rules, etc.  For Chinese characters, we will start with the basic elements of Chinese characters, the strokes. Then we will learn Chinese characters, combine those characters into words and phrases, and then learn to read. Our classes use a creative way to teach the characters: making a story for each character by looking at the origins of Chinese characters. Each character is shown in the form of a picture which matches the shape of the character. Students will master these characters through engaging games and authentic Chinese stories.  Our course specifically teaches simplified characters.
Class outline
	Week
	Date
	Class Content  (There is homework for each lesson and the homework will be checked)

	1
	
	1. What is Chinese language and the story behind the characters
2. Study requirement
3. Three Simple finals: a   o  e, tones and pronouncing three finals with tones
4. Four strokes:  横, 竖, 点，横折
5.  Six Chinese characters 一 二 三 上 中 下 and related vocabulary
6.  Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	2
	
	1.  Three simple finals i  u  ﻿ü and pronouncing  three finals with tones
2.  Two stroke: 撇, 捺 
3.  Six Chinese characters 六八十 人个从and related vocabulary.
4.  Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters
5.  Understanding the characters：the different combinations of strokes

	
	
	

	3
	
	1. Four initials: b p m f   and the pinyin syllables made up by the 4 initials with 6 simple finals
2. Three  strokes: 竖弯，竖弯钩，横折弯钩
3. Five Chinese characters 四五七九百 and related vocabulary.
4.  Activities: Playing games with characters and practicing writing characters
5. The rules for writing characters

	4
	
	Lesson review and take-home test
1. Review of the characters
2 .Review of the phrases
3. Making a mini number book
4. Singing and dancing a Chinese song: Count from 1 to 10
5.  A Chinese story: It is hard to write Character “Wan” 

	5
	
	1. Four initials: d t n l and  the pinyin syllables made up by the 4 initials with 6 simple finals
2. Two strokes: 弯钩，卧钩
3.  Four Chinese characters 头手心足 and related vocabulary.
4.  Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	6
	
	1. Three initials: g k h  and the pinyin syllables made up by the 3 initials with 6 simple finals
2. Five Chinese characters 口耳目眉鼻 and related vocabulary.
3.  Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	7
	
	1. Three initials: j q x and the pinyin syllables made up by the 3 initials with 6 simple finals
2. Two stroke: 竖钩，横撇
3. Four Chinese characters 大小多少 and related vocabulary.
4. Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	8
	
	Lesson review and take-home test
1. Review of the characters
2 .Review of  the phrases
3. Identifying body parts and comparing the size and the amount
4. Singing and dancing with a Chinese song: Little hands clap clap

	9
	
	1.Three initials : z c s, the pinyin syllables made up by the 3 initials with 6 simple finals  and the special    
   sounds:  zi ci si
2. 横折钩，撇点，横沟
2. Five Chinese characters 男女父子爷 and related vocabulary
3. Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	10
	
	1. Four initials: zh ch sh r, the pinyin syllables made up by the 4 initials with 6 simple finals and the special 
    sounds: zhi chi shi ri 
2. Three Chinese characters  坐立走 and related vocabulary.
3. Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters.

	11
	
	1.  Two initials: y w, the pinyin syllables made up by the 2 initials with 6 simple finals and the special sounds: 
     yi wu yu
2. Two strokes: 撇着，竖折
3. Four Chinese characters 来去出入and related vocabulary.
3.  Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	12
	
	Lesson review and take-home test
1. Review of the characters
2 .Review of the phrases
3. Playing Simon says game to review the vocabulary
4. A Chinese proverb: Stand like a pine, sit like a bell, walk like the wind, lie like a bow.

	13
	
	1. Review of pinyin: 6 simple finals, 23 initials
2. Four Chinese characters 日月水火 and related vocabulary.
3. Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	14
	
	1.  Review of pinyin: 10 Special sounds
2. Five Chinese characters 山石土田禾 and related vocabulary
3. Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	15
	
	1. Review of pinyin: practice pronouncing pinyin
2. Five Chinese characters 木林 森 果棵 and related vocabulary.
3. Activities: playing games with characters and practicing writing characters

	16
	
	Lesson review and take-home test
1. Review of the characters
2 .Review of the phrases
3. Making a mini book 
4.Chinese stories: Houyi shot the suns and Chang’e flying to the moon


 
Class Policies:
Attendance:  Students need to attend at least 80% of the lessons offered.
 
Behavior: Students come to the class on time and advance notices should be given for absences. Students are prepared for classes (dress appropriately; bring completed homework, handouts and textbook). Students listen and follow directions. Students are respectful towards others. Students put forth their best effort in class.
 Weather: I will give an advance notice due to the weather.
