
Chinese as a Foreign Language, #101  
Fall 2019 
  
Instructor:  
Name: Wenjie Xu  
Cell Phone Number: 269-3327160  
Email Address: cn_wjxu@yahoo.com 
Instructor Bio: I have a bachelor’s degree and a masters degree. Before I moved to the US, I was a 
teacher. After I came to the US, I was a teaching assistant while I was studying in LSU and WU. 
Teaching chinese language became a great passion for me since I had my own kids and started to 
teach them. I have been teaching Chinese language and getting involved in many cultural events for 
years. If you are interested, please visit my facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/lotuschineseclassroom 
 
Information about the course 
Course Description: This course is designed for students who have had no or little prior experience to 
Chinese language and are interested in learning basic Chinese language as well as culture. Students 
will be exposed to the phonetic symbols and tones from the very beginning. Chinese Characters are 
taught according to the character formation system. We will explain the basic knowledge of Chinese 
characters, which make students’ further study much easier and more efficient. Students will learn 
vocabulary related to their environmental topics such as numbers, greeting, and phone numbers. 
Students will develop communication skills of listening and speaking through authentic stories, audio 
exercise, dialogues, questions and answers, speaking practice, games and rhymes. They will learn to 
read and write Chinese characters, and examine how culture and language interact in china. 
 
Course Objective:  By the end of the level 1, students will be able to understand and know how to use 
some simple characters and sentences. There is no complicated grammar at this stage, but you will 
learn how to pronounce with tones. 
 
Textbook and workbook: 
( You can buy these books for your reference but you don’t have to since I will be providing handouts) 
Easy Steps to Chinese, Vol. 1  textbook,Ma, Yanmin, and Li, Xinying. Beijing Language and Culture 
University Press.  
Easy Steps to Chinese, Vol. 1  workbook, Ma, Yanmin, and Li, Xinying. Beijing Language and Culture 
University Press.  
  
Grades: 5 and up 
 
Class location: 2628 W.John Beers Rd. Stevensville MI 49127 (Village Square) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/lotuschineseclassroom


Class Time:    
Wednesday: 11:00am-12:00am 
Sep-11, 18,25;  Oct- 2,9,16,23,30;  Nov- 6,13,20,no class on 27; Dec- 4,11,18; Jan8,15 
 
 Or Thursday: 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Sep-12, 19,26; Oct-3,10,17,24,31; Nov- 11,14,21,no class on 28; Dec-5,12,19; Jan9,16 
 
 Or Friday: 11:00am-12:pm 
Sep-13, 20,27; Oct-4,11,18,25; Nov-1,8,15,22,no class on29; Dec-6, 13, 20; Jan10,17 
If none of the above time slots works for you, please contact the instructor for other arrangement. 
 
Criteria for passing class:  
1. Attend at least 80% of classes  
2. Pass the final exam.  
 
Course Schedule 

Week Date Topic (at the end of each class, will review textbook exercises and check homework) 

1   1. What is Chinese language 
2. Study requirement 
3. 6 Simple vowels: a   o  e  i  u  ü 
4.Tones and pronouncing 6 vowels with tones 
5. 2 Basic strokes:  横, 竖 
6.The basic knowledge of Chinese characters: pictographic characters 
7. 5 pictographic characters about nature: 日 月 山 水 火 and their origins, stroke order and  related 
vocabulary 

2   1. 8 Consonants: b p m f   d t n l 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 8 consonants with 6 simple vowels 
3.  two basic strokes: 撇, 捺 
4. 5 pictographic characters about plants: 木 田 禾 瓜  果 and their origins, stoke order and  related 
vocabulary 
5. Understanding the characters：the different combinations of stokes 

3   1. 6 Consonants: g k h   j q x 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 6 consonants with 6 simple vowels 
3. 2 Basic strokes:点,  提 
4. 5 pictographic characters about animals: 鱼 鸟 马 牛 羊 and their origins, stroke order and  related 
vocabulary 
5.  The rules for writing characters 

4  1. Lesson review 
2. Quiz 



5   1. 7 Consonants: zh ch sh r   z c s 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 7 consonants with 6 simple vowels 
3. The special sounds: zhi chi shi ri zi ci si 
4.The review of 21 consonants 
5. Two basic strokes: 横折，竖钩 
6. 5 pictographic characters about body parts: 人 口 手 目 心 and their origins, stroke order and  related 
vocabulary 

6   1. 2 Consonants: y w 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 2 consonants with 6 simple vowels 
3. The special sounds: yi wu yu 
4..The basic knowledge of Chinese characters: indicative characters  
7.5 indicative characters: 一 二 三 上 中下 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary 

7   1. 9 diphthongs vowels: ai   ei    ui ao  ou   iu ie   üe   er 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 9 diphthongs vowels and consonants 
3. The special sounds ye yue 
4. How to mark tones 
5. The basic knowledge of Chinese characters: Associative characters 
5. 9 associative characters: 明 朋 林 森 从 众 炎 焱秋  and their origins, stroke order and  related 
vocabulary  

8  1. Lesson review 
2. Quiz 

9   1. 9 nasal compound vowels: an   en in    un   ün ang  eng  ing  ong 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 9 nasal compound vowels and consonants 
3. The special sounds: yin yun yuan ying 
4.  Two components of characters 
5. 5 associative characters: 泪 渔 休 苗 灾 their origins, stoke order and  related vocabulary 

10   1. Review of pinyin: 6 Simple vowels, 21 Consonants, 16 Special sounds 
2.  The basic knowledge of Chinese characters :Pictophonetic characters 
3. 5 Pictophonetic characters：吗 骂 妈 蚂 洋  
4. What is a radical and two types of radical 

11  1. Characters: numbers from 4 to 10 and their origins, stroke order  
2. Counting from 1-10 
3. The character: hundred 百and Counting from 1 -100 in Chinese 
4. Tone change for character 一 

12  1. Lesson review 
2. Quiz 

 
13 

  
  

1. Conversation about how to greet people and related vocabularies 
3. Simplified Chinese Vs. Traditional Chinese 
4. How the tone changes when two third tone syllables appear together 

14   1. Conversation about asking names  and related vocabulary: 
2. The culture about Chinese names 
3. Grammar: how to ask a question in Chinese 15   

16   1. Review and test 
2. How many characters in total and how many characters should you learn 
4. Tips, online resources, apps 



Note: This syllabus is a guideline. Should any changes occur, I will try to provide you with an advanced notice. I hope you 
find this class enlightening about Chinese language & culture.  
 


