Berrien Springs Partnership Syllabus and Instructor Qualifications
2022 Spring
Class Title: Conversational Chinese
Grades: 4-8
Class Day/Time: Wednesday 7:00PM-8:00PM
                             Thursday     1:00PM-2:00PM
                             Or contact the instructor for other arrangement
Start Date: the week of January 16th
End Date: the week of May 8th
Off Date:  the week of April 3rd (Spring break)         

# Weeks: 16
#Hours: 16
Class Format:  Zoom meeting
Materials Needed for Class: A binder to hold class handouts and homework sheets, pencil and notebook
Instructor:  Wenjie Xu

Cell Phone Number: 269-3327160 (Text) 

Email Address: cn_wjxu@yahoo.com
Instructor Qualification: 
        I have a bachelor’s degree and a masters degree. Before I moved to the US, I was a teacher at Beijing Normal University. After I came to the US, I was a teaching assistant while I was studying at LSU and WU. Teaching Chinese language became a great passion for me since I had my own kids and started to teach them. I have been teaching Chinese language and getting involved in many cultural events for years. 
Course Description:
       This course is designed for both upper elementary students and secondary school students who have had no or little prior experience to Chinese language and are interested in learning the basic Chinese language as well as culture. Students will be exposed to the phonetic symbols and tones from the very beginning. After students become proficient in Pinyin, they can start learning some basic characters. Further, they can use basic characters as components to build more complex characters according to certain patterns.  Once they have learnt pinyin and some characters, they will be able to put it into practice by making some sentences.  Students will learn vocabulary related to their daily life topics such as numbers, greeting, and phone numbers. Students will develop communication skills of listening and speaking through authentic stories, audio exercise, dialogues, questions and answers, speaking practice, games and rhymes. They will learn to read and write Chinese characters, and experience how culture and language interact in China.
Textbook and workbook:
        Easy Steps to Chinese, Vol. 1 textbook, Ma, Yanmin, and Li, Xinying. Beijing Language and Culture University Press. 
        Easy Steps to Chinese, Vol. 1 workbook, Ma, Yanmin, and Li, Xinying. Beijing Language and Culture University Press. 
       (You can buy these books for your reference but you don’t have to since I will be providing handouts)
Course Outline:
	Week
	Date
	Class content

	1
	
	1. What is Chinese language
2. Study requirement
3. 6 Simple vowels: a   o  e  i  u  ﻿ü
4.Tones and pronouncing 6 vowels with tones

	2
	
	1. 23 Consonants: b p m f   d t n l   g k h   j q x  zh ch sh r   z c s   y w 
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 8 consonants with 6 simple vowels
3. Practicing reading Chinese words

	3
	
	1. 9 diphthongs vowels: ai   ei    ui     ao  ou   iu      ie   üe   er
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 9 diphthongs vowels and consonants
3. The special sounds ye yue
4. How to mark tones
5. Practicing reading Chinese words

	4
	
	1.  9 nasal compound vowels: an   en  in    un   ün    
ang  eng  ing  ong
2. The pinyin syllables made up by the 9 nasal compound vowels and consonants
3. The special sounds: yin yun yuan ying
5. Practicing reading Chinese words

	5
	 
	Comprehensive Pinyin Review
1.  6 Simple vowels
2. 23 Consonants
3. 16 Special sounds
4. 18 Compound Consonants
5. Practicing tone pairs

	6
	
	1. Pinyin review: 6 simple vowels and tones
2. Learning 6 characters: 一 二 三 上 中下 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	7
	
	1. Pinyin review: 8 consonants and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 6 characters: 六八十人个从两 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	8-9
	
	1. Pinyin review: 8 consonants b p m f   d t n l  and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 7 characters: 六八十人个从两 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	10
	
	1. Pinyin review: 6 consonants g k h    j q x and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 7 characters: 四五七九十 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	11
	
	Review lesson 
1. Pinyin
2. Characters
3. Words and phrases
4. Activities

	12
	
	1. Pinyin review: 4 consonants zh ch sh r  and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 7 characters:头心口耳目眉鼻 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	13
	
	1. Pinyin review: 5 consonants z c s  y w  and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 7 characters:手足大小多少 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	14
	
	1. Pinyin review: 3 compound Finals ai ei ui and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 7 characters:男女父子爷坐立走 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary

	15
	
	Review lesson 
1. Pinyin
2. Characters
3. Words and phrases
4. Activities

	16
	
	1. Pinyin review: 3 compound Finals ao ou iu and practicing reading Chinese words
2. Learning 9 characters:日月水火山田土石禾 and their origins, stroke order and  related vocabulary
To be continued spring semester


Class Policies:
Attendance:  Students need to attend at least 80% of the lessons offered. 
Behavior: Students come to the class on time and advance notices should be given for absences. Students are prepared for classes (dress appropriately; bring completed homework, handouts and textbook). Students listen and follow directions. Students are respectful towards others. Students put forth their best effort in class.  Each student will be required to finish an individual or group project before the end of the semester for which information will be provided in the class.
Weather: I will give an advance notice due to the weather.
