Sarett Nature Center Nature Explorers Syllabus
Fall 2018
Instructor Information
	Eileen Carlson
	eileenc@sarett.com
	Sarett Nature Center, Listed Days, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

	[Instructor Name]	[Email address]	[Location, Hours, Days]

General Information
The Nature Explorer program is a series of natural science classes designed to supplement homeschooling curriculums.  We explore various topics through interactive lectures as well as hands-on activities both inside and outside.  We also provide a Parent Page, an outline of the day’s presentation for review and/or portfolio use.
We request the parents of our six- to nine-year-old students stay to assist their children unless they also have younger children who require supervision (outside the classrooms, please).  Parents of our older students (10 years and up) are welcome to stay and share the discoveries, but their presence is not necessary.
Students should bring a notebook to use as a journal.  We will record key facts and illustrations about the day’s topic as well as field observations.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Expectations and Goals: Pass/Fail with completed journal.

Course Materials
Required Materials (most should be provided by teacher covered in course fee, indicate if provided by student, i.e. sewing kit)
Journal
Pencil
Optional Materials (provided by student/family)

Course Schedule
	Week
	Topic
	
	

	September 26
	SOIL SURPRISES:  We’ll learn how soil types, percolation rates and compaction of soils affect the plant and forest community then explore the animal kingdom that extends beneath the leaf litter of the forest.  


	October 10

	MIGHTY MINERALS: Minerals, the building blocks of rocks, are identified by studying their properties.  We’ll perform simple tests to discover the identity of some common minerals.


	October 24

	ROCK CYCLE:  Planet Earth is the ultimate recycler.  Rocks are never destroyed; the bits and pieces are used to make “new” ones.  Students will learn how the three rock groups are formed from other rocks.


	November 7

	ROCKS FIELD STUDY:  We will meet at a beach (either Warren Dunes or Grand Mere State Park) to discuss techniques to identify the main types of rocks. We’ll then put those skills to use to build a basic rock collection. 


	November 21

	FOSSILS:  Students will learn how fossils are formed, what can be learned be fossils and the main types of fossils that can be found in Michigan. They will practice identification by sorting fossil samples.


	December 5

	ORIENTEERING:  A compass is the fail-safe tool for navigation in the wilderness.  Students will learn the basic techniques of using an orienteering compass, complete some practice activities and try some navigation on the trails.


	December 19

	GEOCACHING:  Learn how to take part in this outdoor treasure-hunting game using the Global Positioning System (GPS).

	January 9

	SKIING OR WINTER HIKE: Students will hike or use cross-country skis to explore nature in winter.



End of Semester: Finished Work
· Evidence of Learning (circle one): post-test score improvement, fine arts recital, work of art/art show, class/parent/public performance, achievement of a higher level or rank, product creation, scrapbook, written examination or report.
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